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WASHINGTON.— A Superior 
Court jury Tuesday acquitted 
the first eight of about 800 
demonstrators awaiting trial 
on charges stemming from 
mass arrests on the steps of 
the U. S. Capitol during the 
Mayday anti-war protest. 

Hailing the verdict as a vic- 
tory for free speech, defense 
attorneys said they have been 
informed that the Government 
will now drop charges in the 
remaining cases. Although 
more than 1,000 demonstra- 
tors initially were arrested in 
the May 5 incident, charges 
previously were dropped 
against about 200 others. 

The charges on which the 
eight were acquitted were dis- 
orderly parading and unlawful 
entry at the Capitol. 

“The jury has spoken and 
we will abide by its decision,” 


All Others 

Assistant U. S. Attorney Luke 
C. Moore, the government’s 
chief prosecutor said. By law 
the government is prohibited 
from appealing an acquittal. 

Moore, however^ refused to 
confirm defense, statements «• 
that prosecutors will drop 
charges in the other cases in 
light of the verdict. He said 
Li., S. ...Attorney Thomas A: 
Flannery will have to decide 
whether to proceed. 

The trial' of the eight, which 
lasted for 13 days, initially 
was described by both prose- 
cutors and defense attorneys 
as a test case of the govern- 
ment’s ability to gain convic- 
tions in the Capitol Hill ar- 
rests. 

But it took the jury, compos- 
ed of 11 women and one man, 
only about five hours of delib- 
erating to find the defendants 
innocent. They returned the 
verdict with smiles on their 
faces. 



